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	FCE: CHANGES VALID FROM WINTER 2008




The tests will focus on a wider range of skills and functions. Some components of the exams will include new and/or improved task types. Some components will be more standardised in content. The overall length of the FCE and CAE exams will be reduced by approximately one hour.

	PAPER 1: READING


Length: 1 hour, 30 questions, 3 parts (previously 1 hour 15 mins, 35 questions, 4 parts)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	multiple matching
	no changes

	Part 2
	gapped text
	standardised

	Part 3
	multiple matching
	no changes


Note:

Original part 1 has been removed.

Part 2: previously this part contained two task types – a text from which sentences or whole paragraphs have been removed. The content of the task has been standardised and now consists of a text from which seven sentences have been removed. 

	PAPER 2: WRITING


Length: 1 hour 20 mins, 2 parts (previously 1 hour 30 mins, 2 parts)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	compulsory task: letter or email
	new: e-mail

reduced length: 120 - 150 words

	Part 2
	questions 2-5 (article, essay, report etc)
	new: review


Note:

The number of set texts is reduced from five to two.

Part 1: an e-mail as a new task type added, candidates should write between 120 - 150 words

Part 2: a range of tasks may include a review

	PAPER 3: USE OF ENGLISH


Lenght: 45 mins, 42 questions (previously 1 hour 15 mins, 65 questions)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	multiple-choice close
	no changes

	Part 2
	open close
	no changes

	Part 3
	word formation
	no changes

	Part 4
	key word transformation
	no changes


Note: 

Previous part 4 (error correction) has been removed.

	PAPER 4: LISTENING


Lenght: 40 mins (no changes)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	multiple choice
	no changes

	Part 2
	sentence completion
	standardised

	Part 3
	multiple matching 
	no changes

	Part 4
	multiple choice
	standardised


Note:

Part 2: previously this part consisted of three task types (note taking, blank filling or sentence completion). The content of the task has been standardised and now only consists of sentence completion.

Part 4: previously more task types (true/false; yes/no; three-option multiple choice), this part now only consists of three-option multiple choice.

	PAPER 5: SPEAKING


Length: 14 mins (no changes)

	PART
	TASK TYPE
	CHANGES

	Part 1
	conversation–candidate x interlocutor 
	no changes

	Part 2
	long turn for each candidate
	questions written on the visuals sheets 

	Part 3
	two-way conversation-candidates
	questions written on the visuals sheets

	Part 4
	discussion on topics
	no changes


Note: 

Parts 2 & 3: candidates are asked to compare two photographs. A prompt is

also printed on the page in the form of a question. 














